
  

To: Mr Ma(hew Baldwin, DG ENER, Deputy Director-General  

      Mrs Mechthild Wörsdörfer, DG ENER, Deputy Director-General  

Cc: Deputy Permanent RepresentaDves – Coreper I  

Brussels, 24 October 2023  

  

Industry views regarding the prolonga4on of the joint purchasing & demand aggrega4on 

mechanism  

  

Dear Mrs Wörsdörfer, dear Mr Baldwin,  

  

On 28 September, the Commission adopted its Report on the main findings of the review of Council 

RegulaDon 2022/2576 in view of the general situaDon of the gas supply to the Union 

(COM(2023)547final).   

  

We understand from this report that the Commission is considering prolonging the joint purchasing & 

demand aggregaDon mechanism (Energy Pla\orm) through the extension of the Council RegulaDon 

2022/2576, as well contemplaDng to integrate this mechanism in a more structural way in the Recast 

Gas RegulaDon. Co-signatories have been acDve members of the Industry Advisory Group of the Energy 

Pla\orm and some of them shared already their views about it in a le(er sent earlier (link here).  

  

In accordance with the above-menDoned Commission Report: “outside the context of an emergency 

situa3on, it is the normal func3oning of the European gas market, driven by compe33on, which should 

determine whether and how companies may want to cooperate for the purchase of gas and within the 

limits of the EU compe33on rules”. The Energy Pla\orm has been established on a Dme-limited basis, 

with the aim of helping ‘undertakings to obtain supplies from alterna3ve natural gas suppliers or 

providers under advantageous condi3ons as a result of the demand aggrega3on and joint purchasing’ 

and it is not clear what benefit the Energy Pla\orm would bring on a permanent basis.   

  

We commend the Commission for having developed and implemented a funcDoning pla\orm within a 

very short Dmeframe, however there is a lack of data jus4fying making it permanent.1 Only three 

tender rounds of the Energy Pla\orm have been completed: while prospecDve buyers have placed 

demand on the Pla\orm and suppliers made offers, matched volumes are less than 1% of volumes 

traded on the gas TTF pla\orm alone and no reports exist about concluded contracts following the 

matching at the Energy Pla\orm.   

  

Therefore, we reiterate our call not to make permanent the Energy Pla\orm through the Recast Gas 

RegulaDon. Rather, we propose to prolong the measures related to joint purchasing and demand 

aggrega4on through the Council Regula4on 2022/2576 for one more year. Such an extension will 

allow a proper impact assessment of the funcDoning and the effecDveness of the Pla\orm.  

  

  
1 In addi(on, the Oxford Ins(tute for Energy Studies (OIES) in a recently published assessment (link here) and 

also concluded that the Commission would need more substan(al jus(fica(on for any upgraded mechanism.  

  

  

  

https://iogpeurope.org/news/letter-industry-views-regarding-the-proposal-to-establish-a-permanent-demand-aggregation-and-joint-purchasing-mechanism-through-the-recast-gas-regulation/
https://iogpeurope.org/news/letter-industry-views-regarding-the-proposal-to-establish-a-permanent-demand-aggregation-and-joint-purchasing-mechanism-through-the-recast-gas-regulation/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordenergy.org%2Fwpcms%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FEU-Joint-Purchasing-of-Gas-NG184.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C3050%40iogp.org%7Cd04969c55c064014e0bc08dbc0f8b41e%7C59d477fbbf2b4c5bb6c273f15f5c75cb%7C0%7C0%7C638315946731078608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FKohQs4gP9441Lbv21PrA%2B1DEy%2Fip5OYRJ3v0TubBqw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordenergy.org%2Fwpcms%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FEU-Joint-Purchasing-of-Gas-NG184.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C3050%40iogp.org%7Cd04969c55c064014e0bc08dbc0f8b41e%7C59d477fbbf2b4c5bb6c273f15f5c75cb%7C0%7C0%7C638315946731078608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FKohQs4gP9441Lbv21PrA%2B1DEy%2Fip5OYRJ3v0TubBqw%3D&reserved=0


We look forward to engaging in construcDve dialogue and collaboraDon.  

  

Yours faithfully,  
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SIGNATORIES:  

  
The Interna2onal Associa2on of Oil & Gas Producers Europe (IOGP Europe) is the European voice of our industry, an enabling partner for a 

low-carbon future. We pioneer excellence in safe, efficient, and sustainable energy supply, and work with policymakers to deliver a policy 

framework enabling our Members to scale up investments in the EU’s transiHon towards climate neutrality by 2050. For more informaHon:  
www.iogpeurope.org   

  
The European Federa2on of Energy Traders (EFET) promotes and facilitates European energy trading in open, transparent and liquid 

wholesale markets, unhindered by naHonal borders or other undue obstacles. We build trust in power and gas markets across Europe, so 

that they underpin a sustainable and secure energy supply and enable the transiHon to a carbon neutral economy.  EFET currently represents 

more than 130 energy trading companies, acHve in over 27 European countries.  For more informaHon: www.efet.org  

  
The Associa2on of European Energy Exchanges (Europex) is a not-for-profit associaHon of European energy exchanges with 34 members. It 

represents the interests of exchange-based wholesale electricity, gas and environmental markets, focuses on developments of the European 

regulatory framework for wholesale energy trading, and provides a discussion plaUorm at European level. For more informaHon:  
www.europex.org   

  
European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC), founded in 1972, is the voice of large, medium and small chemical companies across Europe, 

which provide 1.2 million jobs and account for 15% of world chemicals producHon. Cefic is registered in the EU Transparency Register under 

n° 64879142323-90. For more informaHon: www.cefic.org   

  
The Interna2onal Federa2on of Industrial Energy Consumers Europe (IFIEC Europe), represents the interests of industrial energy users for 

whom energy and carbon emissions constraints represent a significant component of producHon costs and a key element for compeHHveness. 

IFIEC is a cross-sectoral organisaHon with companies acHve in all major industrial sectors: Automobile, Brewing, Cement, Chemicals, Copper, 

FerHlizers, Food, Glass, Industrial gases, IT TelecommunicaHon, Metals, Paper, PharmaceuHcals, PlasHcs, Railways, Steel.   IFIEC aims to be a 

privileged source of informaHon and advice on all internaHonal and European energy and climate policies. In the context of the energy 

transiHon, IFIEC has a triple objecHve: compeHHve prices of electricity and natural gas for companies in Europe, increased security of energy 

supply of energy in Europe, efficient European and internaHonal climate policies. For more informaHon:  
www.ifieceurope.org   

  
Eurogas is the associaHon represenHng the European gas sector. Our 76 members and associate members are acHve throughout the enHre 

gas value chain, covering producHon, trading, distribuHon, and supply of natural gas, biomethane and hydrogen. For more informaHon:  
www.eurogas.org   

  
The Interna2onal Gas Union (IGU) was founded in 1931 and it is a worldwide non-profit organisaHon represenHng more than 150 

members in more than 80 countries. The members of the IGU are naHonal associaHons and corporaHons within the gas industry, covering 

over 90% of the global gas market and working in every segment of the gas value chain, from the supply of natural and decarbonised gas, 

renewable gas and hydrogen, through their transmission and distribuHon, and all the way to the point of use. For more informaHon: 

www.igu.org  
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